AMBASSADOR AUSTRALIAN EMBASSY
TOKYO

31 May 2018

Congratulatory message for The 39th Australia-Japan Joint Seminar

I would like to congratulate the Australia-Japan Joint Seminar Executive
Committee for organising the 39th Australia-Japan Joint Seminar in 2018.

Although we are currently living through a time of transition in world affairs, the
Australia-Japan relationship remains a beacon of political and economic

stability. Prime Minister Turnbull’s visit to Japan in January this year further
strengthened our Special Strategic Partnership, confirming our shared commitment
to improving security and prosperity in the Indo-Pacific. Region.

Japan’s hosting of the 8th Pacific Islands Summit (PALM 8) in Iwaki, Fukushima
Prefecture in May, further contributed to our shared interests in promoting a stable
Pacific region. Senator the Hon Concetta Fierravanti-Wells, Minister for
International Development and the Pacific, was pleased to attend and meet with
her Japanese and Pacific counterparts.

In the field of economics and trade, we saw more rapid growth in two-way trade
and investment. In 2017, Japan overtook the United States to become Australia’s
second largest trading partner, while Australia overtook Thailand to become
Japan’s fifth largest trading partner. Both Australia and Japan took a leadership
role in concluding negotiations of the Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement
for Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP-11) in March.

Direct exchanges between Australian and Japanese citizens continue to grow in all
sectors. Building on this momentum, the Australian Government is pleased to
present the largest showcase of Australian innovation, lifestyle and creativity this
decade through Australia now. Over 40 events showcasing contemporary Australia
will take place across Japan until November. As passionate advocates for Australia
and Japan, [ encourage the Seminar members to participate in the many events,
described at Australianow2018.com.

I am very pleased that active exchanges between Australia and Japan keep growing
through loyal organisations like yours. I wish this seminar much success and look
forward to the ongoing growth of the Australia-Japan Joint Seminar.

Richard Court AC
Australian Ambassador to Japan

2-1-14 Mita, Minato-ku, Tokyo 108-8361, Japan
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